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TAGS: MARR 

SUBJECT: CARRIER TASK GROUP IN INDIAN OCEAN 
REF: LONDON 12697 

1. SIR GEOFFREY ARTHUR, DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY 
SUPERVISING FCO'S DEFENCE DEPARTMENT, ASKED US TO CALL 
TODAY TO DISCUSS PRESENCE OF HANCOCK TASK GROUP IN 
INDIAN OCEAN. REFERRING TO THOMSON'S OCTOBER 31 REQUEST 
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT MISSION OF TASK GROUP (REFTEL), 
ARTHUR NOTED THAT USN HAD REQUESTED SERVICES OF RN OILER 
WHICH BRITISH ARE PREPARED TO PROVIDE. HE CONTINUED 
THAT BRITISH HAD HEARD ON THE "NAVY NET" THAT THE US 
WISHED TO USE DIEGO GARCIA FOR P-3 AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS, 
ADDING THAT BRITISH WERE AWARE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF 
FURTHER REQUESTS BY USG FOR USE OF BRITISH FACILITIES 

IN THE AREA. 

2. ARTHUR NOTED THAT SUCH USE OF BRITISH BASE 
FACILITIES BY US FORCES WOULD REQUIRE POLITICAL 
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REQUESTS WITH "GOOD WILL." BUT QUESTIONS WILL BE ASKED 
ABOUT WHAT THE TASK GROUP INTENDS TO DO IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN; WILL IT ENTER THE PERSIAN GULF OR ADJACENT 
WATERS; WHAT CONNECTION IS THERE BETWEEN PRESENCE OF 
TASK GROUP AND MIDDLE EAST SITUATION? SUCH QUESTIONS 
HAD ALREADY BEEN ASKED BY LEVELS HIGHER THAN HIS OWN, 
ARTHUR SAID. 

3. WE RESPONDED THAT WE HAD ASKED WASHINGTON FOR 
GUIDANCE AND WOULD DO SO IMMEDIATELY AGAIN. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: (A) WHILE WE ARE COORDINATING 
CLOSELY WITH USNAVEUR, IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF EMBASSY 
COULD HAVE FOR BACKGROUND MORE DETAILS ABOUT REQUESTS 
FOR USE OF BRITISH FACILITIES IN INDIAN OCEAN WHICH 

HAVE BEEN MADE TO BRITISH OR WHICH ARE CONTEMPLATED. 

(B) WE ALSO NEED GUIDANCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AS TO 
WHAT WE MAY TELL BRITISH ABOUT TASK GROUP'S MISSION. 
(COMMENT: WE NOTE FROM STATE 216206 THAT SECRETARY HAS 
DISCUSSED WITH INDIAN FOREIGN SECRETARY PRESENCE OF 
TASK GROUP IN INDIAN OCEAN.) 

ANNENBERG 
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